We report here the complete variable (V) region sequence of a nonfunctionally rearranged Vk gene from the BAIB/c derived myeloma cell line P3-X63-Ag 8.653, which is the most ouinon fusion partner used in hybridoma technology. Corresponding cDtft clones were isolated from 2 independent cDNA libraries to autoantibody-secreting hybridoma lines in which they occured at a frequency of about 5% of functional kappa cONA clones (1). This nonfunctional kappa transcript exhibited 98% horology to the BAIB/c Vk 21-E (2) germline gene (differences are indicated by *) and was nearly identical to the incomplete sequences (M21.N, NL/25) obtained several years before (3,4) thus pointing to a low frequency of somatic mutation in myeloma cells. In addition to the described 4bp deletion at the V/Jk2 junction, replacement of the invariant cystein at codon 23 by tyrosine (boxed) would per se exclude the expression of a functional kappa light chain. 
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